
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 S 1 1 . ] The Destruction of France oy Mirrors. 373 



ceived so much benefit from its use, 
that after using all the Datura fcrox 
he could procure, he was obliged to 
have recourse to our common thorn- 
apple, (Datura stramonium), of which 
he had been advised to try the stalks, 
as the roots of this species are small 
and fibrous. Mr. Toulmin expe- 
rienced nearly the same relief from 
this, as from "the East Indian plant. 
He likewise tried the leaves, but 
could hardly distinguish these from 
tobacco, either in taste or effects. 
It is indeed highly probable that 
the Datura fcrox and Datura stramo- 
nium may have nearly similar virtues, 
but the one may perhaps be more effi- 
cacious than the other. Mr. Toul- 
min has since mentioned that from 
his extreme dislike to tobacco, which 
the leaves appeared to resemble in 
taste, he had not made sufficient 
trial to ascertain their virtues,* but he 
thinks they certainly afforded him 
no relief. 

More care ought to be taken, 
(says Dr. Sims,) in the prepartion of 
the Stramonium than is usually done. 
The stalks ought to be cut into slen- 
der slips while recent, and dried 
quickly. In our climate, the gene- 
ral direction of drying in the shade, 
is injurious to most herbs; the quick- 
er they are dried the more they re- 
tain of the taste "and colour, and con- 
sequently of the virtues of the fresh 
plant. The whole plant is frequent- 
ly sold as a remedy for the asthma, 
but it should be generally known 
that the leaves and more especially 
the unripe capsules and seeds of the 
thorn-apple, are a very powerful, 
nay even a, deleterious narcotic, if- 
taken internally, and probably can- 
not, in ail cases, be even smoked 
with impunity. The leaves appear, 
from Mr. Toulmin's account, not to 
possess the same power of allaying 
the asthmatic paroxysm, as the com- 
paratively mild and innocent stalks 
and roots. 
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To the Editor of the Self ait Magazine. 

AT a time when an inveterate 
and ever active foe threatens to 
destroy our admirable little islands, 
I was peculiarly delighted to receive 
a book a few days ago from a friend, 
wherein the great Napier of Mar- 
chiston mentions a plan of national 
defence, which if carried into exe- 
cution to the full extent of which it 
appears capable, bids fair to rid us 
of the trouble of both Bonaparte and 
France. He says, "The invention, 
proof; and perfect demonstration geo- 
metrical, and algebraical, of a burn- 
ing Mirror, which receiving of dis- 
persed beams of the sun, doth reflect 
the same beams altogether united, 
and concurring precisely in One 
mathematical point, in the which 
point most necessarily it engender- 
ed fire; with an evident demon- 
stration of their error, who affirm 
this to be made a parabolic section. 
The use of this invention serveth 
for the burning of the enemies ships 
at whatever appointed distance."— 
Now sir, either peace must have 
been made at the time this inven- 
tion was made public, or the Brit- 
ish government most have been 
swayed by French influence, that's 
clear, or a -plan fraught with such be- 
nefit would have been at onceadopted. 
Tiemhauson, and Button, have shown 
what powerful effects a combination 
of mirrors to the size of 10 feet 
only produce, what would be the effect 
then if all the mirrors of Britain 
were united ; a very trifling expense 
would construct a frame, capable 
of directing the vays> of all them ir- 
tors of Britain against France, and 
the only inconvenience which could 
arise from ordering, all {be look- 
ing-glasses of Great Britain to be 
brought to Sussex, the most conve- 
nient position, would be, that the 
men would be obliged to go unshav* 
c, c c 
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ed, until the mirrors were returned, 
and surely no female would be so 
unpatriotic as to fool; with an un- 
pleasant eye on any man, who wore 
hts beard for so great a purpose. 
Oh ! dear sir, by this powerful ma- 
chine, what a delighted man must 
Mr. Malthus be! what future hap- 
piness to mankind, will not himself 
and bis disiiple* see in the occasion- 
al use (if this great machine. Now 
sir, before it had been made too pow- 
erful, I would direct its rays; on 
Paris, that hotbed of vice ; what a 
glorious sight it woald be, to those 
old gentlemen who in their youth 
made the tour of Europe, to iind 
that their sons.wonld no longer be 
in any danger, fr«m the seductions 
of the alluring females of that great 
metropolis : and what a delightful 
day it will be to the good ladies of 
England, now that their sons will- 
no longer be in danger of losing 
their virtue. 1 would begin i» this 
partial manner, in order that the 
French might fiave some time to be 
frightened, and see the folly of all 
their grand schemes of conquest, 
before I wouW exert the full pow- 
ers of our heavenly machine. Let 
the bishops be all assembled, and 
let a st»ye be erected for the Duke 
of York ; Be especially will deHght 
to see Dunkirk in flames. 

Kfiw. sir, my improvement upon 
Napier's plan, is for a great event. 
England being situated to the north 
of France, has nothing to fear if 
Port? is fust destroyed, as h is now 
bupposed no danger can arise from 
the knowing members of the na- 
tional institute reflecting a portion 
of the rays falling from our ma- 
chine back again; poor s#nW ! their 
bones,- by this time, are in a state 
of vitrification. 

When all is completely ready, 
the prime minister of England, 
dressed iu his robes, (having been 
first made acquainted with the mode 



of directing the machine,) will in 
presence qr all the friends to the 
present established ., order, of go- 
vernment, for care should be taken 
to prevent the Prmce Regent, Six 
F. Burdett, or. indeed any such peo- 
ple being present, least their fool- 
ish notions of philanthropy might 
prevent this grand efiort «f British 
patriotism. With these precautions, 
there, is little doubt but a few hours' 
of bright sun-shine will for ever pre- 
vent any trouble from France ; her 
forests destined for future navies, 
and her most splendid palaces will 
soon be transformed into gas, and 
the whole foundations of the empire 
witfi her 25 millions of inhabitants 
be reduced to perfect scoria. 

Brutus. 
For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 
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A ND furthermore, of our more 
-*■*• ample special grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion for us 
our heirs and successors, do give and 
grant licence, liberty, and autho- 
rity unto the said mayor, sherifls, 
burgesses, and commonalty of 
Knocktergus aforesaid, and their 
successors, that they and their suc- 
cessors may make, evest, have, and 
enjoy, and be able and of power to 
make, evest, have, and enjoy one 
passage, called in English- a ferry, 
over the river, port, or arm of the 
sea of the river of Knockfert>us a- 
toresaid, that is to . say, front , the 
foresaid town of Knock fergus, and 
from any part, of the town aforesaid, 
or of the county of the aforesaid 
town, adjacent upon the, same flood, 
river, port, or arm of the sea, unto 
the lands of the upper C'landeboys, 
in the county of Down, together 
with ferry-boats, and all other firings 



